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Re:  Billy Long for Congress
Matter Number: MUR 6427

Dear Mr. Jostlan:

I am counsel for Billy Long for Congress (the “Commiittee™). The Committee has
reesivad your letter dated November 15, 2010 addressed to Mr. Ron Neville, as treasurer of the
Committee. Essentially identical letters were sent to the Committee’s candidate, Billy Long (the
“Candidate™) and James Harris of The J. Harris Company, a consultant to the Commitgee (the

' “Consultant™). [ have interviewed all of these letter recipients and am making this response on

behulf of all of them. In that regard, I have enclosed a Staterment of Designation of Coussel for
each of hete fetter mripients.

Yowr ititer staten taat yau bave reasivud a wxmplntwt thei imdicatos thet the Coxmmitter
may have vialatail the Erdax] Eaxitm Campestpn Act af 1971, as amendad (the “Ant™). Your
letins dttaches a cexaplaint (the “Complaint”). The Complaint has been submitted by Neil R.
Reiff, apparently an attorney with Sandler, Reiff & Young, P.C., who states that he is counsel for
Scott Eckersley far Congresz. Mr. Reiff elaims that sa e-mailed press releasa (the “Press
Release”) stating that Scott Eckersley was suspending his campaign has some connection to the
Committee, the Candidate and/or the Consuitant. However, any connection is vague and unclear
and speculative at best.

The Candidate, the Commnittee and flie Conslint hall no involvament with &
distritesitm of the Premy Itelewov to the nmdia awil had mo larnvitdge of tht Press Ruisuse pive ts
its dimtrthotiom te the meedia. The Commitiee first lanmmed of the Pregs Relenns whan $he persna
handling the Cammittee’s public relations received a call from the media. This person sent a
message to both the Candidate and the Consultant about the call from the media regarding the
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Press Release, The Candidate first heard about the Press Release when he received a call from a
frisnd that said bis wiia isd just saen a KSPR 33 Naws Break, which asnounmad thint Esknraley
had dropped out of the race. The Cardidate then circulated a text message o members of tue
campaign team, including the Consultant. The Consultant first heard about the Press Release
when he received 2 communication from the Commiuee’s public relations person followed by a
text message from the Candidate and a cali from the campaign staff. The treasurer first learned
of the Fress Release in a commumicilion from the Candidate:

The Campisintt acsrently notes tiat the withdrawal of Tickssiley was shared by those
connected with the campaign through various communications, including text messages, phone
calls and seoial media vehicles (ag., Twiskxr). Howewvat, this wea naerely shmiag inforsmtin
these people obtainod fram the medin. The Compleint infors that the faci thst the Consultant
sent a “tweot” ahaut the withdiawal of Eckersley and later withdrew that “tweet” somehow
implies involvement in the initial distribution of the Press Relcase. This is not the case. The
Consultant withdrew the “tweet” hecause it became known that the Press Release was a fake.

The Press Relexss 81 not originate with the Commmittec, the Camiidate or the Consultant,
I have inclwded affidevits from the Candidate, fiic Compultant asd the twmasurer for the Coxmmitto

. in which they each state that they had no involvement with the distribution of the Press Release

to the media amd e no lmandedge of tise Proas Rolaxse paiar to its disisibesion to ‘o sendia.

Any clnim that the Comaitiee, the Candidate or the Consukiaat had eny connection to the
Press Release in not anly factually incorrect, bat it simply has no mitional kasis. The Candidate
was running in a very favorable Republican district in a very favorable Republican election
cycle. Polling data near the time when the Press Release was sent had the Candidate witha
significant lead. This polling data proved trae when thé Candidate won the election by more
than a two to one mmargia with the Candidate receiving 141,010 votes to Eckersley’s 67,545
voes,

If anyome had a samson to sexd out tre Foem Relesss, it was Frkesdisy, Hy wes usy
dowm in tiwe paiis. The pre-primary eport find wiih the FEC showed kim ai murie than am 11 10
1 dicsdvantage in fund raising. The Press Release gave him substantial free media coverage the
weekend before the election. Any potential negative impact of the initial appearance that he was

. withdrawing would have been offset by the opportunity the media gave Eckersley to say bad

things about the Candidate and his campaigh advisors. 1, of course, am not claiming that
Eckersley or his camipaigs: Is iz one that seat eut the Press Release. 1 have no infornuition %o
support such a'cldim. I s finspily pointing out that it sweuld be more logical for Eckersiéy or
someone with his cx=apuign to Have sont out the Prews Reloese becuuise the onty one who ceuld
possibly gain enything thing. frem: o fake press selcine cmitrommsy was Eckersley.
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I hope this assists you in your review of the facts regarding the complaint. The
Committee, the Camiidate nrd the Consutant had no involvement with the Prass Release, 1
appreciate that this is an impertant nmatter, hat tho Complaint should he summarily dismissed to
the extent of its assertion that the Committes, the Candidate and/or the Consultant had any
involvement with the Press Release.

If I cam be of further assistasce with your investigation, please contact me.

Si y.

C. Thomas Il

JCT3/pb
Enclosures
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\ 900 £ Street, NW . .
'*r(,, A}/ Washingin, 00 20408 OFF ‘CEO%ngI{*E t
. an, STATEMENT OF DEBIONATION OF COWNSEL
MUR# _gi27
NAME OF OOUNSEL: __Jsmas C. Thomas IIL ;
FIRM:; _Law 0¢fice of Jamas C, Thomes XIT

ADDRESS: __413L N, Mulberry Dxiwe, fuite 200
Kansas Oity, MO 64116

TELEPHONE- OFFIOE (816 )__584-2395 L . |
* PAX(B16). 384-9304

The abova-named individusl andior firn 1s heraby dssignated ss my counasi ahd Is
authorizad to recelve any notifications and other commmmioations from the Commission and

bmmwbclulfbm 00mmlulm.
Oate Agent -ﬂsnum

NAMED REAPONDENT: __Roo Naville - Trasmuzrex

1675~¥ X Seafnole
MAILING ADDRESS:_ .
(Pleasw Print)

Springfield, MO 63804

~»

VELEPHONE-HOME(____).
BUSINGSS (427} 860-6746

Indormation ls belng sought as of s investigation
oconfidustiafily provieions of 2 U 5.0, § 457p{sXIZ)A) spply. This svotion prohibits maling public ary wvastigetion
_muumma‘u—_w n-mmmanm:'n
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. FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
900 & Street, Nt ‘ amcs OF | EHERA !
Washiggton, DO 20469 COUHSEL l

Rer sm'euemr DE!IGNATIONOFMEL |

MUR® 6427
NAME OF COUNSEL: ___isnas ¢, Thomos.TIX
FIRM: Law Office of Jimes C. Yhomss ITIX

ADDRESE:;, Al31 B. ¥ulberry Drive, Suite 200
Kaness City, MO 64116

TELEPHONE- OFFICE (816 ) 384-2393
T RAX(ALS ) _JBA=9394

The above-named Individus! and/or firm is hereby designated as nty cottrnss! and is
authorized to rsosive any nofifications and other communicstions from the Commission and
to aot on my behsif before this Commission.

Data Rasparidsnt/Agent Signature Thie({TrassurarOandidataiOwnar)
" NAMEO RESPONDENT: _, Billy Lang for Gongraas
' 1675-F B Beminole

*MAILING ADDRESS:
(Please Print)

Springfield, NO 65804

TELEPHONE- HOME ((. )
BUSINESS ( 417 ) 860-6746

infarmation ls being sought st part of an lavestigntion being ooviducted by Sis Faderal Elvotion Ovmaiseion and the
ocoafidenttaifty provisions of £ U.8.0, mmm Thia section prohibits muking public any hnveetigation
pondisted by the Felloral Eaation Ogmatissien 3 hwnﬂmﬂdﬁ -.
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- FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
899 E Street, NW : OFFIC COU* SEL
Washingtan, 0C 20463

STATEMENT OF DESIGNATIDN OF OOENSEL

MUR # 6427
NAME OF COUNSEL: James C. Thomas IIL
FIRM:, Lav Office of James C. Thomas III

ADDRESS:___ 4131 N. Mulbe v 200
Kansag City, MO 64116

TELEPHONE- OFFICE (816 )_ 584-9393
- FAX(816)_584-9394

The above-named Individual and/or firm Is hereby designated &s my counsel and {s
authorized to receive any notifigations and other communications from the Commission and
to act on my behalf beforg iy Cmmisston, e

.NAME.Q.BE&F_N_EHI Billy r.ong j
93

MAILING ADDRESS: 1675-F E Seminole
(Please Print)
Springfield, MO 65804

TELEPHONE-HOME(___ )
BUSINESS ( 417 ) 860-6746

information Is being sought as part of an Investigation being conducted by the Federal Election Conwilssion and the
confidentiality proyisions of 2 U.8.0. § 437g(sR12)(A) apply. This section prohibits making putilic any investigation
mwh:':yhhdcnl Eheﬂondamhslonmm the express written consent of the person undar

invesligal

o . Rav. 2006
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- FERERAL ELECTION COMMISSION .
990 E 8trest, NW : : OFF 'CEOOF! EEERAL

Washington, DC 20463 S

Wk STATEMENT OF DEBIGNATION OF OMSEL

MUR# _6427
NAME OF COUNSEL: _Jamas C. Thomag IIY
FiIRa:  Lav Office of James C. Thomas IIX

ADDRESS:____4131 R. Mulbarry Drive, Suite 200
Kansas City, MO 64116

TELEPHONE- OFFIOE (B16. ) 5B84-9193
* FAX (816 ) 586-93994

The sbove-named individual and/or firm s heraby designated as my counas| and Is
authorized to raceiva any notifications and other communications fram the Commission and
to act on my hehalf before the Commission. =

11/29/10 . _
Dale “Responaunt/Agent -Bignature TiUa(treawureriOandideiaiOwner]
NANED RESPONDENT: . James Harvis
®. 0. A
MARLING ADDRESS:_ Bax 7 -
. (le. F“"" . Lo -t e s e . E a® . -

Jeffarson c:e,. uo 65102

TELEPHONE- HOME ( )

BUSINESS (573 ) 761-7815

Mmhm as purt of sn investigation belng conductad by the Federal Bection Commiesion and the
!I'tll.l.o. Te{n . This weation profitits nalkdng public wny nvestigation
mh om- “ﬁﬁuﬂ" wn:::mmuuomﬂln peresrunder
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